Lesson plan to teach “Villanelle”
(I have also adapted this lesson to teach Limericks and Ballads)

!! EXPECT THIS LESSON TO TAKE TWO 40 MINUTE LESSONS !!

INTENTION

To introduce traditional form of poetry called the VILLANELLE

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

On completing this lesson each pupil should be able to:

1. Identify and describe the features of the Villanelle using appropriate terminology;

2. Write in algebraic form the sequences of rhyme and repetition; and

3. Write a Villanelle poem in strict form.

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

Students should be familiar with simpler forms (limerick and ballad perhaps).

PREPARATION

· Overhead projector

· Copies (for each student) of  

· Three examples handout

· Two additional examples

· Format sheet

· Overhead transparencies

· Format sheet

· Sample villanelle (choose most appropriate for your class)

· “On Wakening”

· Write word VILLANELLE on board

THE LESSON

· Briefly review simpler poetic forms.

QUESTION: What did we discover were the important features of poems?

ANSWERS:  Rhyme, meter, length, capital at start of each line

· Distribute three examples

· State objectives

· They will examine a longer form called the VILLANELLE.

· They will be able to recognise and name all the important features.

· They will each write their own version in the correct form.

· Students read your selected poem.

· Jot down important features as listed on board – rhyme, meter, etc.

· Identify anything else they think is important.

· In pairs have students compare notes.

· Where do they agree?

· What differences did they notice?

· Whole class feedback listed on board.

· Briefly discuss whether or not they liked it – useful if a humorous poem is used.

· Identify important features

· Rhyme:     A1 b A2, a b A1, a b A2, a b A1, a b A2, a b A1 A2

· Length:     19 lines

· Structure:  5 x tercet, 1 x quatrain (write terms on board and define them)

· Meter:       # beats (3= tri, 4=tetra, 5=penta) If necessary, have students clap out beat as teacher reads the poem.

· Capital at start of each line.

· Repetition:  You may need to draw attention to A1 and A2 if not identified by students.

· Students read other two examples – use the Challenge Method (Quiz show style) to identify how they follow the conventions.  (Also note any deviations – such as imperfect rhymes in “The waking”)

· Check progress – Q: Does anyone not yet see the rules being applied?

WRITING STRATEGY – Joint Construction

· Identify steps – Q: What is the first thing we need to write a poem? A: subject (Display first tercet of “On Wakening” (or your own attempt at a villanelle) on overhead – explain that this is your first attempt and that the subject is borrowed from “On waking”)

· Q: What do we do next? A: Write the first line – this gives us rhyme “a” and A1.

· List possible rhymes – take suggestions from class – otherwise try – eyes, wise, ties, thighs, highs, guys, size, etc.

· Create third line – joint construct with class.  This gives us A2.

· Write second line – this gives us rhyme “b”.  Again list the possible rhymes – red, dead, said, tread, fed, etc.

· Fine-tune the first tercet – pay attention to getting the meter correct.

· Ask for suggestions for next and subsequent lines.  Write suggestions on board.  Try to use whatever is offered.  Continue until it is evident that everyone is reasonably comfortable with the process.  Remember to incorporate the repetition.

· Distribute Format Sheet.  Display overhead of the same.  Q:  How might this sheet be useful?  A: Once first and third lines are written they can be placed at the appropriate lines according to format.  Remind class of rhyming pattern and sequence of repetition indicated at top of sheet.

WRITING STRATEGY – Individual Writing

· Tell students that they will now write their own poem in set meter (I use pentameter).  Students can choose their own subject or write using suggested topics.

· Students set about writing their first tercet.  Teacher should circulate and check on progress, ensure that everyone has correctly constructed lines 1 and 3.

· Tell students that they have 30 minutes to complete the poem.  Continue circulating, assisting as appropriate and attending to any difficulties.

PEER ASSESSMENT

· Have students exchange poems with a partner.  They are to mark the poem out of twenty using the following criteria

· 6 marks for 5 tercets and 1 quatrain (-1 for each error) 

· 5 marks for correct meter (- ½ mark for each error)

· 3 marks for rhyming pattern (- ½ mark for each error)

· 2 marks for capital letters (- ½ mark for each error)

· 4 marks for content/aesthetics (at their discretion based upon whether or not they think it is a good example)

· When students have graded each others work have them return the papers and question each other about the grade – markers must be able to know where violations occurred and be able to justify their allocation of marks for each section.  Any disagreements that still exist can be turned over to the whole class – read the poem and discuss the mark.

DISCUSSION – Review

· Use the following questions to direct discussion:

· What did you find difficult?

· What did you find easy?

· Why do you think it is useful to write using such strict rules?

· Distribute “Two additional examples” – have the class read these two versions drawing attention to the difference in meter.  Explain that as long as the meter is consistent throughout the villanelle can be written in any meter.  Mention also that some modern poets do not use the rhyming lines but follow the other rules of the form.

ENDING

· Collect student work and advise that you will comment on poems and return them soon.  The bonus here is that most of the marking is already done by the students themselves!!!

Resources

I am not sure of the copyright on the poems (other than my own) that I use in class so I will not include copies here.  Any good anthology should contain some samples of the form.  Some suggested poems are listed below.

Suggested poems

Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night by Dylan Thomas

The Waking by Theodore Roethke

Villanelle of the Poet’s Road by Ernest Dowson

W. H. Auden is a good source of a variety of poems in many forms.  He experimented with many strict forms during his career.

The first poem I wrote in the villanelle form was “A Brief History in Villanelle”.  I chose to write “On wakening” because the subject is little less esoteric and it is in the same meter as the other examples I used.  I think the use of humour allows students to access the poem more easily than in the first effort.  Copies of both are included.

My opinion is that “A Brief History” is the better poem, and if teaching older students I would consider using it as my example.
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A Brief History in Villanelle

Kim Flintoff © 1996
God plays no dice with lives of men!

But heaven knows he must have tried.

We all must stumble, now and then.

Answers are searched for in Tao and Zen,

In Christ's name so many have died.

God plays no dice with the lives of men!

Questions allude to egg and hen,

Evolution said that God is denied.

We all must stumble, now and then.

Now faith is measured in dollar and yen,

No longer can conscience be your guide.

God plays no dice with the lives of men!

The History of Time cannot say when

All and aught chose to collide.

We all must stumble, now and then.

I have faced such angst with sword, now pen,

I gazed at my scribblings and sighed, then cried

God plays no dice with the lives of men!
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On wakening

Kim Flintoff ( 1997

Please, just be quiet, I know it’s time to rise.

Just leave me here all snug and cosy in bed.

Five more minutes and I will open my eyes.

You won’t tempt me, I know you’re in disguise,

I know you still without your devil red.

Please, just be quiet, I know it’s time to rise.

Every morning my space you compromise,

Your voice and your image penetrate my head.

Five more minutes and I will open my eyes.

I know it’s meant to make me fit and wise,

Don’t you think I might be better off dead?

Please, just be quiet, I know it’s time to rise.

“You will miss school, boy!”, is your daily reprise.

Why don’t you stay in your old kitchen instead.

Five more minutes and I will open my eyes.

I know I said my ways I will revise,

I beg you now, “Mum, please just one more zed!”

Please, just be quiet, I know it’s time to rise.

Five more minutes and I will open my eyes.

VILLANELLE

Format sheet 

A1-b-A2 a-b-A1 a-b-A2 a-b-A1 a-b-A2 a-b-A1-A2

 

1. …………………………………………………………………………

2.

4. ________________________________________________________

 

4. …………………………………………………………………………

5.

6. ________________________________________________________

 

7. …………………………………………………………………………

8.

5. ________________________________________________________

 

10. …………………………………………………………………………

11.

12. ________________________________________________________

 

13. ………………………………………………………………………..

14.

6.  _______________________________________________________

 

16.

17.

18. …………………………………………………………………………

19. ________________________________________________________
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